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As I write this I am looking at the beautiful Karwendel mountains in Mittenwald, 
Germany. Mittenwald is a quaint little town close to the Austrian border (in fact, we had 
to go through Austria in order to get here). Mittenwald also happens to be known for its 
violin production since the 17th century and this is the reason for our visit. We had to 
visit someone to give my son’s violin a little TLC before an upcoming audition. Of course 
business can’t wait for leisure time so it struck me as somewhat comical that I am 
bidding in both the Stacks Bowers and Heritage auctions right now. The fact that I was 
supposed to be in Pittsburgh, PA for the World’s Fair of Money and instead am sitting in 
Mittenwald during a pandemic is a strange thing. 

Summer is in full swing and the future is somewhat uncertain as to when we will all 
meet again. Which coin show or auction is truly a big question mark. That said there is 
so much one can do or buy without leaving their home, or alternatively like me, sitting 
and looking at a beautiful mountain. I wish everyone good health and I just want to 

leave you all with one thought.this will pass. It truly will. Take the time that we are 

forced to stay home or limit our contact with others to being with your loved ones. I 
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came to Germany for a not so optimal situation and I am really trying to look at it for 
what it is, additional time I can spend with my family. 


Introducing The Numisplace Website 

It likely wasn’t the most optimal time to launch The Numisplace since many people are 
taking holidays in Europe. I’ve heard from a few customers that they were having 
difficulties with registering. If this is the case for you please let me know. I’m not on 
their payroll but I am putting my coins up there. I’ve also put coins up there that are not 
on vcoins or my website. The reason for this is that this website should ultimately be a 
place where customers can see coins first before they pop up anywhere else. Getting up 
and running though does take time though so please don't write this one off just yet. 

If you have any comments or thoughts on the site I would be pleased to pass this onto 
the management. I know that with some time it will be a great place for people to snag 
some nice coins outside of the auction venues. 

Here is a link to join The NumisPlace: 

https://www.thenumisplace.com/T 77 -ioin-the-club 


What’s going on at the ANA? 

There was no WFOM this summer but there is still plenty going on at the ANA. I’m 
pretty proud of the staff at headquarters. They have taken a very difficult predicament 
and tried to make something special happen. ANA is offering 2 hour webinars that are 
meant to entice you into registering for the Summer Seminar. Summer Seminar, for 
those of you that don’t know, are two 2- week events in Colorado Springs, CO at ANA 
headquarters. Normally these events are well-attended and much beloved by the 
participants. It is a great way to jump in and really learn about different areas of 
numismatics. I keep telling Kim Kiick, our executive director, that I would really like to 
teach a class on ancients. Since the pandemic started I have taken a few courses on 
Mexican coinage and also paper money. The instructors are all very versed in their 
respective areas. Knowing that the pandemic may last longer than we’d like, we are 
talking frankly amongst our board about making the next Summer Seminar all online. 
Don’t worry though, we will go back to Colorado Springs but I think that learning online 
is proving to be very effective for most of us. There will always be certain areas that 
being there is the only way to go but we in the coin industry are just going to have to 
find innovative ways to do our business. Zoom and other online platforms are making 
this so much easier. 

If you want to check out the available courses go here: 
https://info.monev.org/elearning 

If for some reason you missed a course you can go and watch the already recorded 
webinars here: 

https://info.monev.org/elearning-recorded-webinars 


Upcoming Auctions 
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Kiinker E-Live 61 (11-13 August) 

This electronic auction has 2,869 lots over the course of 3 days. I noticed several 
pedigreed pieces amongst the ancient coins. At the end of the auction are over 800 lots 
from the Peter Groch medals of honor collection from 1918-1933 Germany. This is not 
necessarily my area of expertise but I enjoyed toggling through the lots. Kiinker 
auctions are becoming more accessible since COVID started. Obviously electronic sales 
remain the same with Kiinker, the live auctions will now be available online as well. I 
hope this won’t stop people from visiting Osnabriick however as it is a really lovely 
place. 


CNG E474 (12 August) and CNG115 (16-17 September) 

CNG has 716 lots in this next electronic auction. Notable lots include three Alexandrian 
bronzes featuring Zodiac scenes from the time of Antoninus Pius (lots 276-278). There 
are some world medals with Roman Republican themes from the RBW collection (lots 
544-553). CNG even has a small section of U.S. coins available. 

The CNG 115 is coming up next month and will be completely virtual. I’ve seen an early 
copy of the sale and there are some exciting pieces that will be offered. I’ll reach out to 
some of you if I think there are coins of interest but the catalogs will come out shortly 
for everyone. An early perusal of the sale, I noted a few dekadrachms that seemed 
reasonably estimated (one Kimon, one Euainetos). Also offered are some further coins 
from the MNL Seleucid coin collection, some charming electrum coins from the Siren 
collection, Alexandrian coinage from the Rocky Mountain and Evenson collections, a 
selection of coins from the collection of the late Simon Bendall, a noted Byzantine 
scholar. There are many other interesting pieces that I will be pointing out as the 
auction draws nearer. 

Just to get the excitement going, I did notice a really pretty group of fractional bronzes 
that all seem to come from the Martinez collection. Many don’t appreciate the artistry 
on small coins but I am not among those people. I’m always fascinated by the die 
engravers that could cut images in such a small size. There are several pieces that are 
just fantastic in this sale that might get overlooked because of their minute size. Check 
out lots 13, 23, 25, 29, 37, 38, 46, 48, 51 to name just a few. If it is small and bronze in 
this sale it likely comes from the Martinez collection. 

I plan to be very active in this auction so please do get in touch if you want auction 
representation. I will be checking on coins where there are questions so just bear in 
mind that early discussion is great. 


Leu Web 13 (15-16 August) 

Leu will have a monstrous electronic auction with 2,200 lots. There are close to 600 
Greek lots and an equally similar amount of Roman Imperial. There is also a rather large 
offering of over 300 early islamic and medieval coins. When you have so many lots in an 
auction it makes it difficult to see some of the diamonds in the rough but I noticed 
several coins worth mentioning. Something a bit interesting is lot 2071, a gold pound 
from Saudi Arabia but struck for the strict purpose of buying gold. In 1933 Saudi Arabia 
allowed the Standard Oil Company of California (Chevron) a concession to buy oil. These 
coins were struck by the Philadelphia mint from 1932-1952 for purchase in Saudi 
Arabia. 
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Roma E74 (20 August) 

Roma has 1,651 coins in their 74th esale. There are another 202 selections from the 
William Stancolm Black Sea collection. For those that like countermarked coins, you can 
find several interesting examples. Another interesting group on offer is the Richard 
Stirk collection of late Roman coinage with 235 lots. The collection starts with 
Diocletian (c. 295) and ends with Arcadius (c. 344AD) so the period is quite short. 


Leu Numismatik Auction 6 and 7 (23 October 2020) 

While the catalogs still are not out yet I have started to slowly look through my personal 
photographs of Auction 6 which is comprised of 300 Greek coins. Many of these coins 
have phenomenal pedigrees (a few Kunstfreund even!). I fully expect to be bidding in 
this auction so eventually expect to receive a note from me if we typically work together. 
This one is not to be missed! 


Coin of the Week 

Augustus, 27 BC -14 AD. Lugdunum (Lyon) Mint, c. 15 BC 

AR Denarius, 3-78g (19mm, 5h) 

AVGVSTVS DIVI • F, bare head right / IMP • X in exergue, bull butting right, left forefoot 
raised, lashing his tail 

References: RIC 77 a; Lyon 19; RSC13 7 ; BMCRE 451 - 3 ; BN 1373-82 

Grade: Beautiful iridescence and full beautiful strike. Legend on left not fully struck, 
otherwise vibrant Mint State 

Price: $3,250 
rei033 
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When this coin was struck in 15 BC, it was only five years since the Rome mint was 
reopened. Along with Rome, another mint at Lugdunum (modern day Lyon, France) was 
widely used for striking coinage. Coins in gold and silver were actively struck as 
publicity for the Roman emperor. A youthful Augustus is pictured on the obverse of this 
coin. In 15 BC he was already married to his second wife Livia for 23 years (he divorced 
his second wife Scribonia, mother of his only child Julia, in 39 BC). Julia’s two young 
sons, Gaius and Lucius were still alive at the time and being primed to take over from 
Augustus. He was also providing employment to his two stepsons, future emperor 
Tiberius and his brother Drusus. Both boys were sent on a military campaign and 
successfully extended the Roman empire from Italy to the upper Danube. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/augustus- 27 -bc-iA-ad-lugdunum- 

lyon-mint-c-i c i-bc?rq=rei022 

If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 


Copyright © 2020 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 

www.shannaschmidt.com 
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